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  Throughout the 
country, parents, teachers, 
and students alike have tes-
tified against the addictive 
nature of e-cigarettes and 
vapes. 
 Story after sto-
ry portrays the nicotine 
laden invention as a blight 
on modern society and a 
threat to our youth. Ini-
tially, the device was made 
with good intentions, it was 
originally meant to help 
people kick their smok-
ing addictions by using a 
sort of “weaning” method. 
However, the real question 
is how reservoir students 
are affected by this device?
 Officer Hall, sta-
tioned at Reservoir, said 
that the popularity has 
gone down quite a bit 
from a year ago, however, 
the situation is far from 
ideal. He claimed that 
over time, more and more 
students had some sort of 
stake in juuls, and that was 
made evident by the sheer 

amount of students who 
would cut class to do it. 
 “More kids were 
getting addicted more and 
more…” he said “..and cut-
ting classes several times a 
day.”
 This, Officer Hall 
feared, would show the 
early evidence of nicotine 
addiction, even though 
companies and local gov-
ernments were all taking 
some sort of action to curb 
it.
 Mr. McDuffie, 
Reservoir security guard,  

also had some words on the 
subject. 
 “It is harder to track 
while [students] are vaping 
so they feel that they can 
just get rid of it without real 
consequence.”    
 Another reason he 
called juuling the biggest 
problem facing the school 
is because the rooms smell 
of fruit flavors and hints of 
bad breath after they are 
done, which can make it 
harder to track and fight as 
an administration.
 Mr. McDuffie be-

lieves that they best way to 
combat this outbreak is for 
parents and guardians to 
spend time with their high 
schoolers and explain the 
dangers, especially doing it 
in school.
 As can be seen from 
the experts on the issue, 
juuling should never be 
done on school property 
because not only will the 
school be held responsible 
if something happens, but 
it may disrupt the learning 
environment that Reservoir 
tries to cultivate. Addition-

ally, it could cause health 
issues that the school is not 
prepared to handle, like 
nicotine addiction. 
 Reservoir’s issues 
dealing with the national 
trend is consistent with 
other high schools across 
the county.

Photo by Ritik Saini

By: Caleb Fields

Trend or foe: JUUL infiltrates local high school scene

The Gator Gazette

Allison Alston wins Howard County Student 
Member Of the Board: Reservoir’s First

issues, speak up for them, 
and actually be heard.”

We spoke with Allison 
afterwards to find out what 
it’s like being a candidate 
and what her plans are if 
elected. 

She said “[Going from 
school to school] is reward-
ing and it gives flashbacks 
when visiting the middles 
schools. [If elected as the 
SMOB] I really want to 
focus on mental health. I 
wanna have mental health 
awareness night, and I 
want to implement polling 
through canvas because it’s 
important to listen to all 
voices.” When asked about 
what changes she’d like to 
see, she responded with “the 
big issue I’ve been pressing 
is mental health. No one 
knows the answer to the 
resources that are available 

from their school be nomi-
nated to be the next Student 
Member of the Board. 

We asked Hannah what 
she wants to do if elected as 
the next SMOB;

“My main message is 
about recognizing all stu-
dents equitably. I want to 
reach out to underrepre-
sented populations (not just 
the typical student leaders) 
about the issues which con-
cern them. I want to help 
students find and advocate 
for the things they’re pas-
sionate about, as well as 
empower them to address 
these issues. If elected, I aim 
to create an advisory coun-
cil with students from ev-
ery middle and high school 
who can help inform my 
decisions. I also aim to use 
canvas to provide quick and 
easy access to resources to 
help every student identify 

On February 28th, 2019, 
The Howard County Asso-
ciation of Student Councils 
(HCASC), hosted the 2nd 
annual Student Member of 
the Board Convention at 
Wilde Lake High School. 

At the convention, 132 
student delegates from ev-
ery middle and high school 
throughout county were able 
to vote on who they wanted 
to see as the two finalists for 
SMOB. Each middle school 
has gets three delegates 
(one from each grade) and 
every high school gets six 
delegates, at least one being 
from 9th 10th or 11th grade. 

At the end of the day, 
the 14 candidates were nar-
rowed down to two. Alli-
son Alston from Reservoir 
HS, and Hannah Witkin 
from Long Reach HS. This 
was historic as neither high 
school has had a student 

except counselors. Also, if 
you’re a student of color, you 
are four times more likely to 
be suspended as a white kid 
for the same issue. We need 
to change the wording in 
disciplinary reforms. Being 
“disruptive” could be dif-
ferent for every teacher and 
leaves room for bias.” 

Allison also mentioned 
how she wants to send mes-
sages through canvas with 
bi-weekly updates about 
what’s new and going on in 
the county, upcoming poli-
cies, etc. Lastly, Allison fin-
ished off by telling us who 
inspired her for this posi-
tion. 

“A group of students 
suggested I run when I was 
a delegate at the SMOB con-
vention last year. Also ex-
ploring my career path kind 
of inspired me to look into 
that. Since we as students 

By: Hunter Craig
spend so much time in the 
school system, we should 
enjoy it. If I can be the per-
son to make their experi-
ences better than I would 
want to be the person to do 
that.” 

In March, Allison was 
able to meet some of the 
current Board of Education 
Members at the People Act-
ing Together in Howard fo-
rum which was about equity 
and mental health aware-
ness. She was able to speak 
with Superintendent Mar-
tirano, Chairwoman Ellis, 
and Board Member Taj. 

 Allison has one last 
message to RHS: “Reservoir, 
I want you to know me as 
someone who is willing to 
listen as best as I am willing 
to speak. I am outspoken, 
relatable and determined.”



Page 2
Page 3

Colum
ns

The G
ator G

azette ● W
inter 2019

Colum
ns

The G
ator G

azette ● W
inter 2019

Th
e Gator Gazette

STAFF

Editor in Chief
Allyson Sears

News Editor
M

ario M
orais

Colum
n Editor

M
adeline Kim

Arts Editor
Zoe Schnossagle

Sports Editor
Isabella Brown

Photography Editor
Fadi  Bridi

Advertising Editor
Elyse W

elch 

Faculty Sponsor
Stephanie G

oldberg

Logo D
esign: Stephen W

il-
son and Arielle Frey

Ask CJ
H

e acted out of character, 
being m

ean to people, 
acting nonchalant, and I 
started to sense a change. 
W

e just stopped talking. 
I didn’t relate to anything 
with him

 anym
ore and I 

started to distance m
yself.

 
Th

is tim
e forced 

m
e to be on m

y own m
ore, 

even though I didn’t want 
to. I depended on other 
close friends. After we 
stopped talking, I started 
talking with old friends 
that I used to be super 
close with that I had fallen 
off with, that I had put 
aside. 
 

At som
e point, I 

did m
e. I stopped worrying 

about him
. I was pushed 

away from
 som

eone I 
loved and it forced m

e to 
realize that you have to 
be true to yourself. Even 
though I loved this brother 
that I had, this helped m

e 
grow as a person. It m

ade 
m

e stand on m
y own two 

feet. 

M
ook’s W

orld by N
oire Lineberry

 
Th

e True Im
age Behind Aunt Becky

 
Rem

em
ber Aunt 

Becky, Uncle Jessie’s 
wife, from

 the show “Full 
H

ouse” and, the m
ore 

recent “Fuller H
ouse”? 

 
W

eeks ago, the 
nation was shocked to dis-
cover that the Full H

ouse 
actress, Lori Loughlin, 
and her husband had paid 
$500,000 to send their 
daughters’ to to their 
dream

 school, University 
of South Carolina.
 

 But Loughlin, who 
has now been fired by N

et-
flix, wasn’t the only parent 
who used their wealth to 
cheat the system

.  
 

 
Forty-nine other 

parents were also charged 
with buying their chil-
dren’s way to prestigious 
colleges including “D

es-
perate H

ousewives” star, 

Felicity H
uffm

an in what 
has been declared as the 
largest college adm

issions 
scam

 in U.S. history. 
 

All parents com
-

m
itted the crim

e through 
W

illiam
 Rick Singer, CEO

 
of Th

e Key, a college ad-
m

ission prep com
pany 

who pleaded guilty to four 
charges so far. 
 

Th
e com

pany 
offered wealthy parent two 
m

ethods(both illegal and 
extrem

ely unfair) for their 
kids to be “recruited” into 
the select college.  

 
 

Th
e first was to 

cheat on the SAT or ACT 
and the other was to use 
Singer’s connections to 
D

ivision 1 coaches to get 
the students on the school’s 
sports team

, even if they 
didn’t play the sport. In the 

standardized test cheating 
parents paid $15,000 to 
$75,000 per test to have 
a third party take the test 
for them

. Th
is m

eans that 
those who cheat their way 
into colleges, m

ay be taking 
the spots of those who 
apply solely through their 
hard work. 
 

O
ne of the children, 

Jack Buckingham
, who was 

unknowingly involved in 
the scandal concurs with 
our feelings saying, “I am

 
upset that I was unknow-
ingly involved in a large 
schem

e that helps give kids 
who m

ay not work as hard 
as others an advantage over 
those who truly deserve 
those spots. For that I am

 
sorry.” 
 

It is extrem
ely sad to 

witness the increasing num
-

By: Esha Bhatti

By CJ M
cD

owell

D
ear CJ: M

y friends say 
that I’ve changed. How do 
you deal with peer pres-
sure? 

You have to find the dif-
ference in yourself. You 
shouldn’t try to do things 
that would be acceptable 
to people because then 
you’re going to lose your-
self just trying to please 
people. Th

is whole hood 
thing persona that people 
carry around, it’s not really 
them

. 
 

It’s because of the 
environm

ent that they’re 
in...its the environm

ent 
from

 their peers, what 
they see on tv, on social 
m

edia. It’s what they see 
that influences them

. Th
ey 

change the way they dress, 
they talk, their attitudes. 
Th

ey’re trying out to find 
out who they are but it 
doesn’t go well all the 
tim

e. It can take a nega-
tive turn. Because it’s who 
you’re trying to be -- it’s 

you wearing a m
ask. 

 
People feel like they 

have to change them
selves 

to feel respected. O
ther 

people shouldn’t have to be 
the reason why you change. 
You have to do that within 
yourself. Try new things. 
See what you love best and 
what m

akes you happy, 
com

fortable, you.
 

W
hen I was in fifth 

grade, I had this one friend 
and we were super close. 
W

e would do everything 
together. W

e would do try 
to sneak outside to see each 
other, goto the park. W

e 
were like brothers. And 
then he started to try new 
things with different peo-
ple. 
 

H
e started to dis-

tance him
self. H

e was never 
m

ean to m
e. H

e always 
treated m

e with respect. H
e 

opened up to m
e about ev-

erything, he was really easy 
to talk to. W

hen he started 
hanging out with other 
people, everything changed. 

ber of accounts in which 
wealth and power plays the 
deciding factor in a person’s 
education, fam

e, and credi-
bility. 
 

O
ther instances 

though controversial, but 
are worth considering 
include the killing of the 
W

ashington Post journalist 
Jam

al Khashoggi by the 
Saudi governm

ent and the 
Jussie Sm

ollett(actor on the 
show “Em

pire”) Case.   
 

H
owever, the conse-

quences these events show 
that m

oney really cannot 
buy everything, and in the 
end our honest persever-
ance in all aspects of life is 
what will prevail.

N
ext G

en 
Technology Bytes

By: M
adeline Kim

It’s crazy to rem
em

ber 
that Apple first released 
AirPods in D

ecem
ber 13, 

2016. Th
ese wireless, Blue-

tooth headphones weren’t 
too popular when first 
sold because of the price 
($165). Because head-
phones already cam

e with 
the purchase of an iPhone, 
AirPods went ignored for 
quite a long tim

e. But with 
the arrival of the iPhone 
X and Xr, which lacked 
a headphone jack, Apple 
m

ade a large profit on sell-
ing Airpods to consum

ers. 
Com

panies like Am
azon 

are already inventing sim
-

ilar products, noticing the 
consum

er interest. 
If you haven’t seen som

e-
body wear them

 around 
school by now, AirPods 
literally resem

ble regular 
white headphones but with 
the wires cut off. Th

e rect-
angular case is sm

all and 
sleek, but it’s easy to lose if 
you aren’t careful enough. 
In addition, som

e consum
-

ers have com
plained about 

the bluetooth earbuds, 
saying that it falls out of 
their ears and that there 
isn’t m

uch of a range when 
listening to m

usic/talking 
on the phone. Additionally, 
playing/skipping/pausing 
your m

usic isn’t the m
ost 

convenient, as you have to 
double-tap on one head-
phone to access Siri. Per-
sonally, I just find it easier 
to take m

y phone out and 
control m

y m
usic from

 
there.
H

owever, I can say that if 
you’re a student athlete or 
exercises frequently, Air-
Pods are very helpful in 
not soaking your wires in 
sweat or having to disen-

tangle them
. In addition, 

they’re com
fortable and 

oftentim
es, I forget that 

I have them
 in m

y ears. 
Although I do agree that 
it’s very pricey, I wouldn’t 
expect anything less than 
Apple, as their new phones 
cost around $1,000. But if 
you experience problem

s 
with your product, their 
custom

er service is truly 
attentive and incredible. O

n 
the website called Tech Re-
view, O

livia Tam
bini writes, 

“Th
ey sound great, their 

battery life and charging 
speeds run laps around the 
com

petition, and it’s hard to 
overstate just how seam

less 
the pairing process is. But 
ultim

ately the AirPods end 
up disappointing because 
other headphones allow 
you to control your m

usic 
m

ore quickly, and m
ore 

easily.”
Secondly, the updated ver-
sion of AirPods was recent-
ly released, which claim

s 
to have a greater range and 
battery life. H

owever, the 
cost is even m

ore expensive 
than the first ($199). Strict-
ly regarding appearance, 
the two sets of AirPods 
literally look the exact sam

e 
and are im

possible to tell 
apart. In m

y opinion, if 
you’re interested in buying 
a pair, I would buy the first 
one. It’s cheaper and re-
charging the case isn’t that 
diffi

cult to do. 
 

It’s really cool to 
see how technology is 
advancing in our society 
along with the pros/cons. 
To close, I would say that 
yes, AirPods are definitely 
worth it.

Th
e G

ator G
azette Policy

Th
e G

ator G
azette N

ewspaper is a student run extra curricular ac-
tivity at Reservoir H

igh School. W
e strive to recognize all points of 

view and hear every voice. It is our policy to accept written opinios 
from

 readers that m
ay be printed in the O

pinions section, but nam
es 

m
ay be witheld upon request. Letters m

ay be subm
itted to any news-

paper editor or placed in M
s. G

oldberg’s m
ailbox in the front offi

ce. 
Except for clearly m

arked staff editorials, the articles appearing in 
the O

pinions section do not reflect the views of the G
ator G

azette or 
Reservoir H

igh School, but rather those of the individual reporter. 

Flextim
e fiasco: county schools face changes 

By: M
ario M

orais

Sum
m

er safety tips
 

Sum
m

er can be a tim
e filled with fam

ily, friends, and new adventures. H
owever, there are also m

om
nets that can be lost to 

boredom
. H

ere are som
e ideas as to how to get over that sum

m
er slum

p. 

1. Find a new book  
 

 
 

 
5. M

ake hom
em

ade ice cream
2. Update your playlist(s) 

 
 

 
6. G

o G
eocaching (D

ownload the G
eocaching app)

3. Find a new show to watch on N
etflix  

7. M
ake art

4. Find a new friendb 
 

 
 

 
8. Visit the H

oward County Fair 

 
G

ator break was a 
tim

e where we, as students, 
are able to spend tim

e w
ith 

friends, m
eet w

ith clubs, 
prom

ote activities, and 
host events. H

owever, new 
G

ator break structure has 
changed. Form

erly, G
ator 

break allowed students to 
m

ove through the school 
freely. N

ow Reservoir’s 
adm

inistration has put into 
place a new system

. Th
is 

new system
 cam

e shortly 
after a series of incidents 
between Reservoirs stu-
dents.
 

Th
e new G

ator 
break structure has re-
quired students to strictly 
stay w

ithin certain periods, 
or require students to carry 
a pass to m

eet w
ith clubs 

and activities. M
s. Swartz 

stated that change in policy 

was to “support student 
safety.” W

ith this new 
structure RH

S adm
inistra-

tion states that they “know 
where a student should be” 
and “having an adult in the 
classroom

 watching over 
student is better for stu-
dent safety.” A

lthough, this 
wasn’t the only factor when 
deciding the new structure. 
Th

e adm
ins did take into 

account the actions of cer-
tain student incidents when 
m

aking these decisions. 
M

s.Swartz said that “the 
incidents were unsafe for 
students and teachers.
H

owever, we have to m
ake 

sure students are safe and 
that overrules the social 
aspect since there are 
other m

om
ents for stu-

dent to have m
eetings w

ith 
friends.” 

 
Th

e adm
inistration’s 

m
essage to the students 

is that “we really want to 
ensure that we are m

ain-
taining a safe school en-
vironm

ent and by putting 
these structure into place 
prom

ote student safety.” 
 

M
any of the stu-

dents felt like the actions of 
a few students were being 
used to judge the entire 
student population. Th

e 
frustration by m

any stu-
dents led a teacher to take 
action. Th

ey decided to 
create a tow

n-hall m
eeting 

for students to com
e and 

express their opinion on 
school issues. 
 

M
s.Th

om
as, a 

12th grade english teacher 
created this tow

n-hall to 
be “an open space to allow 
students to have a voice.”  

 
Th

is way students 
are able to have an open fo-
rum

 to voice their opinions 
on school issues. 
I sat dow

n w
ith a stu-

dent that asked to rem
ain 

anonym
ous so they could 

voice her opinions on the 
issue. Th

e student said in 
response to the adm

inis-
tration’s handling of the 
unsafe incidents that “if it 
is only a couple of kids then 
their behavior should be 
handled differently.” Th

e 
student was very disap-
pointed w

ith the way G
ator 

break was handled and how 
it’s going to affect the stu-
dents. Th

e student claim
s 

“that we w
ill be a bit m

ore 
stressed cause students 
won’t have tim

e to get out 
of the class.” Th

eir m
essage 

to the adm
inistration is 

that “sitting in a classroom
 

is not a break.”
 

M
any students won-

der if things w
ill go back to 

the way they were. 
 

Th
e adm

inistration 
is currently coordinating 
efforts w

ith other high 
schools across the county.
 

Students are going 
to have try an m

ove for-
ward from

 here and try to 
find new ways to m

ake up 
for the aspects of G

ator 
break we as students cur-
rently no longer have.
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End of an era 
Avengers: Endgam

e is easily 
the m

ost anticipated m
ovie 

of 2019 with fans break-
ing the pre-sale box offi

ce 
records in just under six 
hours, m

anaging to crash 
several ticket sites, like 
Fandango, in the process. 
D

espite the film
’s m

assive 
build-up, very little has 
been revealed in the trail-
ers and interviews, leading 
m

any to begin theorizing 
their own ideas for how the 
m

ovie will go.
O

ne of the strongest theo-
ries is that the original six 
Avengers and surviving 
heroes will team

 up to visit 
past events from

 previous 
m

ovies, creating a sort of 
tim

e loop. Th
is theory has 

heightened in popularity 
because not only could it 
possibly end in reversing 
Th

anos’s snap, it could also 

be used to fix several M
CU

 
plot holes.
 O

ne of said plot-holes is 
why H

ank Pym
 so easily 

trusts Scott Lang, a crim
i-

nal, right off the bat in “Ant 
M

an”. Fans speculate that 
Scott Lang uses the quan-
tum

 realm
 suit to go back 

in tim
e before the two of 

them
 m

eet and convinces 
Pym

 to trust him
 com

-

pletely, ensuring that he 
eventually gets the suit.
Som

e fans also believe that 
Lang will go back into tim

e 
all the way to the Battle of 
N

ew York from
 the first 

Avengers m
ovie and will 

use quantum
 technology to 

send them
 all further back 

into tim
e in order to stop 

Th
anos earlier on, before 

he even gets the M
ind 

Stone. Th
e M

ind Stone is 
not seen being retrieved 
by Th

anos in any M
CU

 
film

; he’s seen controlling 
it in his very first cam

eo, 
the Avengers m

id-credit 
scene.
N

um
erous clues hinting 

towards tim
e travel have 

been dropped. M
ulti-

ple photos were leaked 
from

 the set m
onths ago, 

showing Steve Rogers 
in his ‘old-fashioned’ 
costum

e from
 the first 

Avengers m
ovie, further 

im
plying a return to the 

Battle of N
ew York. In the 

trailers, returning heroes 
are pictured in what are 
speculated to be quan-
tum

-realm
 tim

e travel 
suits.
O

f course, all theories are 
to be taken with a grain 
of salt. Robert D

owney Jr. 

(Tony Stark/ Ironm
an) has 

said that it is nearly im
pos-

sible to predict what will 
happen as it is so unim

ag-
inable. At the sam

e tim
e, 

the Russo brothers (direc-
tors of Endgam

e) said, in 
recent interview, that they 
m

anipulated m
any of the 

scenes in the trailer, includ-
ing the one where Tony 
Stark and Steve Rogers 
finally interact and shake 
hands.
Either way, the Russo 
brothers are known for 
their incredible plot twists 
and surprising story arcs. 
So, it seem

s like no one will 
be able to truly predict the 
outcom

es of Endgam
e until 

the m
ovie is released on 

April 26th.

Th
e educational system

 
has repeatedly em

phasized 
that one single test score 
will determ

ine whether 
you get into a prestigious 
college. H

ave an im
pressive 

G
PA but achieved less than 

a 1350 on the SATs? Say 
goodbye to H

arvard. It’s 
saddening that m

ost ad-
m

ission boards won’t even 
give another application a 
second glance after looking 
at his or her score. And this 
stress is constantly rising, 
pressuring students to 
overwork them

selves to the 
point of exhaustion.
 

Th
e SAT and ACT, 

which were created in the 
early and m

id 1900s, are 
standardized tests that 
high school upperclassm

en 
m

ust take in order to get 
accepted into m

ost colleges. 
Ivy League colleges, like 
Yale and Princeton, require 
perfection and excellence in 
order to be accepted. And 
this level of com

petition is 
only going to get worse, as 
the level of student depres-
sion has risen over the past 
years in places like Colum

-
bia University. 
I don’t find it fair at all 
that a student’s level of 
intelligence is judged by a 
num

ber, as there are other 
talents that people could 

have that overlooked. And 
m

oreover, som
e people just 

aren’t very good test takers. 
It’s also im

portant to know 
that there are m

any differ-
ent options after graduating 
high school, like becom

ing 
an apprentice, taking a gap 
year, or deciding to attend a 
com

m
unity college. Ac-

cording to the classroom
.

com
, “In 2016, the Bureau 

of Labor Statistics report-
ed that 69.7 percent of 
students who graduated 
high school in 2016 were 
enrolled in college. About 
49 percent of these students 
are enrolled in com

m
uni-

ty colleges, according to a 
2017 report issued by the 
N

ational Student Clearing-
house Research Center.” 
Com

m
unity colleges appeal 

to m
any students who don’t 

have the luxury of student 
aid because after the two 
years of school are com

plet-
ed, students can transfer 
to actual universities at a 
cheaper cost. 
H

owever, som
e universities 

and colleges are already 
on their way to change. 
Th

e University of Chicago 
gained lots of public atten-
tion when it elim

inated the 
ACTs and SATs altogether 
on adm

issions, and person-
ally, I think they’re on the 

By: Am
inah M

alik

 
 

Although spring has 
just begun, sum

m
er 

fever is already getting 
the best of us. As we 
gear up for the upcom

-
ing season, what better 
way to prepare than to 
have a sum

m
er playlist 

ready at all tim
es?

    1. Zedd and Katy 
Perry, “365”
Th

e pop-house love 
song from

 an unex-
pected pairing is first 
on this list for a reason. 
It’s hard-hitting chorus 
and hypnotic verses 
m

ake for a fresh sum
-

m
er track.

     2. benny blanco, 
Tainy, Selena G

om
ez, 

J Balvin, “I Can’t G
et 

Enough”
G

om
ez and the crew 

deliver yet another al-
luring english-spanish 
track. G

oing for a m
ore 

laid back electronic 
style, the focus is m

ore 
on the catchy repeated 
line “I can’t get enough” 

that’ll be stuck in all 
our heads.

    3.Jonas Brothers, 
“Sucker”
D

espite their grand 
com

eback being a total 
surprise to everyone, 
it was not shocking at 
all that the song is a 
com

plete sm
ash-hit. 

W
ith its pop-rock in-

strum
ental and lyrics 

that never m
ake you 

want to stop singing, 
the song will definitely 
lead the sum

m
er. 

     4. H
ozier, “Alm

ost 
(Sweet M

usic)”
Th

is song is the epito-
m

e of the calm
 feeling 

you get after rolling 
down your windows 
on a hot sum

m
er 

evening while driving 
to nowhere. Th

e lyr-
ical guitar goes hand 
in hand with H

ozier’s 
pleasing and inviting 
vocals to m

ake for a 
perfect sum

m
er-ready 

track.

By: Anna Rollins 

By: Leann Alhashishi

     5. Silk City, D
ua 

Lipa, D
iplo, M

ark Ron-
son, “Electricity” 
Th

e addicting piano 
that leads into a dance-
floor sm

ash plus D
ua 

Lipa’s inviting voice is 
a recipe for success. 
Th

is is the perfect track 
to play during those 
hot and long sum

m
er 

nights.

     6. D
ua Lipa, Black-

pink, “Kiss and M
ake 

Up”
Lipa m

akes another ap-
pearance in this playlist, 
but can we blam

e her? 
Th

is tim
e she team

s up 
with the fem

ale quartet 
Blackpink for a tropical 
bilingual banger.

    7. SG
 Lewis and Clai-

ro, “Th
rowaway”

Th
is dream

y pop song 
m

ixed with electronic 
undertones feels like it 
was m

ade just for those 
last days of sum

m
er 

with nostalgia written 
all over them

.

    8. D
oja Cat feat. Rico 

N
asty, “Tia Tam

era”
Th

e dynam
ic duo gives 

us a com
edic trap track 

that’s filled with pop 
culture references and 
funny one-liner lyrics. 
Th

is single is perfect 
for yelling the lyrics out 
with your friends all 
sum

m
er.

     9.M
abel, “D

on’t Call 
M

e Up”
           Th

is upcom
ing 

pop star gifts us with an 
am

azing tropical house 
anthem

. Th
e line “D

on’t                        
call m

e up” will be sung 
by everyone, single or 
not.

    10.  Sam
 Sm

ith, N
or-

m
ani, “D

ancing W
ith A 

Stranger”’
W

ith the hard-hitting 
bass and Sm

ith’s vocals, 
Th

e song is already 
packaged and ready for 
those “surrounded by 
people yet still lonely” 
weekends. It gets even 

right path. If only colleges 
realized that so m

any m
ore 

people have potential to be 
successful, then our edu-
cational system

 would be 
very, very different. Ac-
cording to PBS, “Standard-
ized testing m

ay now be 
hurting rather than helping 
disenfranchised students.
Th

e study found that 
non-subm

itting students 
were m

ore likely to be m
i-

norities, wom
en, students 

with Learning D
ifferences, 

Pell G
rant recipients and 

N
ew m

ural’s originality captures com
m

unity 
attention and showcases RH

S talentsbetter, though. N
orm

a-
ni adds an alluring twist 
to the song with her 
alm

ost hypnotic vocals.

     11.  Bebe Rexha, 
“Last H

urrah”
Th

is classic pop hit with 
lyrics about having fun 
one last tim

e before 
giving up her habits is 
perfect to blast in any 
party or get-together 
with friends during the 
sum

m
er.

     12.  Lauv &
 Troye 

Sivan, “i’m
 so tired…

”
For the newly single 
readers that are “so 
tired of love songs” in 
this playlist, this song 
is perfect for you. Th

e 
single has an addicting 
beat that pairs along 
with lyrics about not 
being able to escape 
love on the radio.
 

first-generation college-go-
ers.”
I’m

 certainly not saying 
that you shouldn’t try on 
the SATs and ACTs. By all 
m

eans, you should defi-
nitely try your best to fulfill 
your potential. But if you’re 
not happy with your score, 
don’t let it bring you down 
because you’re worth m

ore 
than a set of num

bers. Ivy 
Leagues aren’t for everyone, 
and m

ost jobs focus on 
graduate school, anyways. 
H

igh school is m
ore than a 

single test and your G
PA. 

It’s trying things you’ve 
never attem

pted before, or 
developing relationships 
with people that you never 
thought you could. 
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Arts and Entertainm
ent

Arts and Entertainm
ent

Book review
: “Th

e Phases”.......

Th
e M

usic D
epartm

ent 
at Reservoir is filled with 
m

any talented m
usicians 

who participate in m
any 

of the ensem
bles. O

ne 
m

usician who stands out 
is Bruce Perry. H

e is the 
section leader of the per-
cussion section and the 
drum

line captain during 
m

arching band season. 
As well as participating in 
the sym

phonic, concert, 
jazz, and m

arching bands, 
he also participates in the 
sym

phonic orchestra. H
e 

provides the percussion 
accom

panim
ent for the 

choral perform
ances and 

participates in pit orches-
tra, which does the m

usic 
for the Reservoir theatrical 
productions.
O

ne of Bruce’s favorite 
things about the m

usic 
departm

ent at Reservoir 
is how close the directors 
are with each other. In an 
interview, he said, “You can 
be in m

ultiple groups due 
to how close the directors 
are.” Because the direc-
tors work closely together, 
they are able to intertwine 
the ensem

bles and groups 
together. H

aving so m
uch 

overlap in the groups allows 
for a tight-knit com

m
uni-

ty, m
aking the experience 

in the departm
ent m

ore 
enjoyable. Another one of 

his favorite things about the 
m

usic departm
ent is getting 

to play in the pit orches-
tra during the m

usicals at 
Reservoir. H

e says, “I get 
to play a variety of instru-
m

ents,” which is som
ething 

that is a rare experience for 
m

any m
usicians, but it is 

useful for im
proving as a 

m
usician because it forces 

you to becom
e m

ore versa-
tile.
Th

e m
usic teachers play a 

large role in his growth as a 
m

usician. Bruce said, “Th
ey 

got m
e out of m

y com
fort 

zone and had m
e try new 

things that I would not have 
thought about doing.” Th

e 
teachers push him

 to be-
com

e m
ore versatile in the 

m
usic disciplines and active 

in the m
usic departm

ent. 
“All of m

y teachers, private 
instructors, parents, and 
even friends have inspired 
m

e to keep going and to put 
m

yself out there,” and Bruce 
gives a lot of the credit to 
them

 for keeping him
 m

o-
tivated.
Bruce plans to actively par-
ticipate in m

usic after high 
school and will attend the 
University of M

aryland to 
study percussion. H

e would 
like to thank M

r. Bacon, 
M

r. O
’Bryan, D

r. Knauf, 
and his friends and fam

ily 
for supporting him

, and 

M
ega M

usician
By:

three are going to visit Sal’s 
m

other’s final resting place, 
as her whole story revolves 
around how her m

other left 
her. Sal starts off her story 
with introducing her best 
friend Phoebe, who’s m

other 
also left her at a young age. 
Th

roughout the whole book, 
Sal introduces several char-
acters that fit into the story. 
M

any of which help explain 
how she m

et Phoebe and 
their childhood adventures. 
Although this book is m

ostly 
set in the past tense because 
Sal is telling a story, there are 
som

e parts where the narra-
tion switches to the present 
tense, After attending to her 
grandfather, Sal continues 
her story and leads into the 
story of how Phoebe’s m

other 
left random

ly without any 

 
“W

alk Two M
oons” 

by Sharon Creech is a 1995 
N

ewbery M
edal award 

winning book that tells an 
am

azing story of a little girl 
nam

ed Sal. 
 

Th
e whole book 

is from
 Sal’s point of view  

and she tells the story of 
her life to her grandpar-
ents while they are taking 
a road trip to Lewiston, 
Idaho. She connects this 
to her experience as well. 
After Sal’s m

other lost her 
child during childbirth, she 
was quiet shaken up about 
it so she decided to take a 
trip alone to have tim

e to 
think and clear her head. 
W

hile doing so, she got in 
a terrible accident, killing 
her. Th

e road trip itself 
is im

portant because the 

warning. She connects this 
to her experience as well. 
After Sal’s m

other lost her 
child during childbirth, she 
was quiet shaken up about 
it so she decided to take a 
trip alone to have tim

e to 
think and clear her head. 

O
verall, I thoroughly en-

joyed this book, not only 
because of the storyline 
but also the unique form

at. 
Instead of having a third 
person view that narrates 
the story, the author chose 
to have the Sal narrate her 
own story which m

akes the 
book m

ore personal and 
interesting to read. Sal’s 
story in itself is quite com

-
plicated because there are 
so m

any characters that fit 
into the her life. Th

rough-

Ridah Raja

out each chapter, you see 
each character develop and 
realize how they fit into the 
storyline. Th

e interesting 
part of all these characters 
is that you have to m

ake 
sure to rem

em
ber them

 
because they all com

e back 
in the conclusion one way 
or another. Th

is book also 
has a very sm

all aspect of 
m

ystery because in the 
beginning of book we read 
that Sal’s m

other has passed 
so they are going to visit 
her grave, however we do 
not know the full story un-
til later on, and this kept m

e 
interested in the story. Th

is 
book has so m

any different 
different genre aspects to 
it and is really well-round-
ed. It is funny, em

otional, 
heartwarm

ing, and just 

overall a great read. All in 
all I thought “W

alk Two 
M

oons” was an incredible 
book and if I were to rate it 
I would give it a solid 9 out 
of 10. 

Prom
 H

ighlights Beauty in Strength

Jessi and Jenny M
arcelino

Valeria Espada Urbina and friends

Zhalia Claggett and Chloe H
udgins

Approxim
ately 300 art students worked with H

CAC Artist in Residence M
ichael O

wen to 
creat eour original m

ural that shows “Unlim
ited Possibilities.”
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Sports
New Lacrosse

Coach Spotlight

 This year, Reservoir 
welcomed a new member 
to the girls’ lacrosse team. 
 Coach Bebko, a PE 
teacher here, is determined 
to make this season the 
gators’ best yet. She used to 
coach at Manchester Val-
ley High School in Carroll 
County, and before that 
she played attack for Tem-
ple University’s lacrosse 
team. She says the season 
is going well so far. Rather 
than focusing on individual 
wins and losses, her main 
goal for the team is to grow. 
She wants the team to learn 
from mistakes and change 
the culture around the 
lacrosse team. Her focus is 

to build up a reputation for 
the team, to make them a 
force to be reckoned with.
 The girls on the 
team come everyday want-
ing to work hard and im-
prove, which is “all a coach 
could ask for.” Her favorite 
thing about Reservoir is the 
students because they make 
it a fun place to come work. 
There are many different 
kinds of students, all with 
different kinds of interests 
and opinions, making the 
school a very unique place 
to come to everyday. The 
lacrosse teams head into 
playoffs the week of May 
6th. 

Spring Forward: Stand Out 
Players

By Isabella Brown

 Maddy Jones and 
Desi Hatzakos are both se-
niors at Reservoir and play 
for the Gators’ softball and 
soccer team. 
 Maddy and Desi 
have been best friends and 
teammates long before high 
school. “Whether it’s on or 
off the field: we’ve always 
been there for each other.” 
said Desi.
  Earlier this sea-
son, Maddy and Desi both 
signed to play softball in 
college this upcoming year, 
with Maddy attending 
Marietta College and Desi 
attending George Mason. 
“In furthering my career 
at the collegiate level, I 
hope that I just get better 
as a player and a teammate 
and to continue my love 
for the game!” said Maddy. 
Both players cite winning 
the regional champion-

ship in May 2018 as their 
favorite memory playing 
softball. “Actually winning 
regionals was so surreal,” 
said Desi, “Having a team 
goal and working so hard 
towards it to then achieve 
it is a crazy feeling. The 
entire team had worked 
so hard to dominate the 
season and we did.” Coach 
Frizvold, head coach of 

Varsity Softball, has been 
a huge influence for both 
Desi and Maddy by moti-
vating them to do well both 
on and off the field. Maddy 
said, “I think my biggest 
influence in my high school 
career is definitely Coach 
Friz! … She has taught me 
everything I know and has 
helped me get to where I 
am today.” 

RHS Lax Superstar 

The JV Girls Lacrosse 
team visited the Sun-
rise retirement home 
on friday. They went to 
give back to the com-
munity as they gave 
potted plants and bou-
quets of flowers to the 
elderly for Mother’s day 
They also talked to the 
elderly to learn about 

LAX Community Support
By Isabella Brown

their lives and also sev-
eral students ended up 
joining multiple games 
of uno. The elderly 
seemed happy for the 
company and the stu-
dents also enjoyed the 
experience accompa-
nying the elderly. They 
can’t wait to visit the 
elderly home next year.

 Annabelle Salkeld 
is a senior at Reservoir and 
has been playing on the 
lacrosse team throughout 
high school. Annabelle 
began playing lacrosse in 
kindergarten, and has con-
tinued to ever since.  
 Ms. Bebko, head 
coach of varsity lacrosse, 
appreciates Anabelle’s 
attitude saying, “She has an 
amazing, amazing, amaz-
ing, attitude. She is the 
captain and her attitude 
spreads throughout the 
team.” 
 Annabelle recent-
ly signed to play lacrosse 
at Catholic University of 
America, and has been 
practicing shots and stick-

skills in hopes of playing 
midfield, rather than 
defense.  
 Coach Bebko 
comments on her hard 
work saying, “When asked 
to play midfield from 
defense, she stepped up. 
Since she is intending 
to play for college, she 
is trying to work on her 
skills defensively. She has 
put in the extra time to get 
better.” 
 Annabelle has 
been a great asset to the 
Reservoir Lacrosse Team, 
and it will be worth fol-
lowing her as she leaves 
to make her impact at the 
collegiate level.

Sports Trivia 

Q1: Hitting 406 in 1941, who was Major League Baseball’s 400 hitter?
 Ted Williams 
Q2: Who won the title for the men’s singles of the 2011 Australian Open 
Championship? 
Novak Djokovic
Q3: The 100 metres dash is the first event on day one of the decathlon. On 
which part of the track is it run?
 The home straight

By: Desi Hatzakos, 
Maddy Jones

Reservoir tennis girls doubles pictured right to left: Grace Tao and Allyson Sears quali-
fied for states after placing second in regionals, losing to Centennial. On Saturday May 
25, they placed 3rd in 3A for states and are the first females on the Reservoir tennis 
team to qualify and win a state title. 

Photo courtesy of NCAA

Photo courtesy Allyson Sears

By Camilla Mendez and 
Madision Bloodworth


